
 

 

 
 

20th September 2019 
 
SR/TB (16439) 
 
Dear Councillor Crone      
 
Public Question Time – Combined Authority Meeting of 6 September 2019     
 
Thank you for your question, which was submitted for consideration to the LCR Combined 
Authority held on the 6 September 2019. The following is the response to the question you 
submitted.   
 
I am proud that our City Region is in the vanguard of not just recognising and declaring a 
climate emergency, but in taking significant steps to tackle this critical issue of our age.  
 
We were the first Combined Authority to declare a formal climate emergency and to invite 
local young people to address the Combined Authority meetings to explain their concerns 
and demands for action. 
 
The City Region has a strong track record in supporting and delivering climate reduction 
measures in key areas such as transport, energy, housing and industry. We celebrate these 
recent successes, whilst recognising that we have to work even harder and change faster to 
meet the scale of the challenges we all face. 
 
Over recent years our local rail network has been extensively electrified and new energy 
efficient train fleets ordered. Our bus fleet continues to be modernised with hybrid, CNG and 
electric fleets replacing older diesels and the UK’s largest hydrogen bus fleet due to enter 
service next year.  
 
We have established ourselves as one of the world’s leading centres for offshore wind, 
energy storage and hydrogen. We continue to develop clean energy generation and 
distribution systems to enable the mainstreaming of electric and hydrogen vehicles.  
Furthermore, as you are aware, we are developing plans to harness the power of the River 
Mersey.   
 
The largest energy efficiency programme for social housing in the UK completed last year 
using local companies and labour. We are continuing our work to create new efficiency 
standards for new buildings in the City Region.  
 
We are actively supporting our energy intensive industries to decarbonise using new 
technologies such as hydrogen and carbon capture utilisation and storage (CCUS) and 
supporting businesses to diversify into new clean growth markets such as renewable energy 
and clean transport.   
 

  



 

 

 
 
As part of our devolution deal with government, the Combined Authority is funding the 
International Business Festival, but will not deliver the festival itself and we will run a 
procurement process to retain a delivery partner.  We want to attract ethical businesses and 
so companies wishing to take part in the festival as partners or exhibitors will be subject to 
checks to confirm their suitability.  
 
These checks are unlikely to be extended to those companies merely wishing to attend the 
Business Festival.  Clean growth is a priority for me personally and for the Combined 
Authority. It will be a critical part of the festival and we would expect companies focused on 
this type of business to want to support and engage with the festival. 
 
The Year of the Environment Summit coming up in November will also have more details on 
our commitments to fostering clean growth across the City Region. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

 
Steve Rotheram 
Metro Mayor, Liverpool City Region 
 
 
 

 
 
  


